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Centre for
children faces
funding threat

SHAUNA BOWERS

Health Carrespondent

The development of a new
charity-run centre to help
children withadditional needs
isatriskafter the Department
of Justice announced it was
withholding agreed funds for

the project.

e Meidemn charity
that seeks to make therapy
services accessible and afford-
able for children with addition-
al needs. received approval for
funding of €9.6 million ro
develop & now Shasiasad=tlle
DevelopmentCentre in CoKil-
darc through the Immigrant
Investor Programme (I1I7).

However, the programme,
which was run through the
Department of Justice, was
closed with one day’s notice in
February 2023, with the
Government stating that previ-
ously approved projects
would be unaffected.

On October 16th last,
officials within the TP told Sen-
sational Kids it was not releas-
ing the remaining 50 per cent
of funding committed to the
scheme = €4.8 million = due to
a €4 million shortfall for the
total cost of the project. This
additional funding is needed
for the *fit out™ of the facility
onee construction has been
completed, the charity said.

Seasase Loioh chicf oxecu-
tive and lfounder of Sensation-
al Kids, said the financial defi-
cit has arisen as they were told
they were not permitted to up-
date the costings of the project
due to the closure of the IIP.

“The €4 million shortfall
was a combination of things.
Approval for [unding was
based on pre-planning draw-
ings; the conerete levy added
to the cost, and then inflation
too. Just the different things
that add tothe costs,” she said.

However, Ms Leigh said the
charity was in “discussions”
with the HSE to bridge the
funding gap. “We were
confident we would be able to
deliverit,” she said.

As a result of the [TP with-
holding 50 per cent of fund-
ing, the contractor left the site
in mid-October and it has
remained closed since, Howev-
er, Ms Leigh said there are
costs to maintain the site, as
well as remohilisarion cosrs

thatwill beincurred if orwhen
construclion resumes,

“The situation is particular-
Iy frustrating given there are
thousands of children with ad-
ditional nceds from all around
the country in desperate need
of high-quality therapy and as-
sessments,” Ms Leigh said.

“Sensational Kids itself
already has more than 2,000
children waiting to avail of
therapies at this new facilicy.”

Asked if the charity was
considering legal action
against the Department, Ms
Leigh said they were “not
ruling anything out”.

“But we are hoping the
funds will be released. We
want to work with Govern-
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We are

hoping the
funds will be
released. We want
to work with
Government on
this Karen Leigh, chief
executive and founder
of Sensational Kids

menton this.”

The National Child Develop-
ment Centre is a 17,000 sq ft
building that seeks to support
300 children per week and
provide 13,000 therapy ses-
sions a ycar, It was duc to
reach substantial completion
in April, with a further six
months to be “fit out” before it
opened to children at the end
0f2025,

Key featuresof the complet-
ed project include 11 therapy
rooms, four sensory motor
therapy gyms, a sensory room,
therapeutic kitchen, training
rooms, and sensory gardens,
among others.

The Department of Justice
did not respond to a request
for comment by the time of
publication.
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